[image: School for Primary Care Research_logo_outlined_CMYK-01]


2027 Seed corn and Bridging awards - Guidance
The NIHR School for Primary Care Research (SPCR) has made a total of £20,000 available to researchers in the department across its 2027 Seedcorn and Bridging funding schemes. Both types of award offer a maximum of £10,000 per applicant, and awards can start from 1st January 2027 onwards. All awards must be complete by a hard end date of 31st March 2028. 
Each applicant can apply for funding through either the Seedcorn or Bridging awards. When applying, please select the one most relevant for you. 

Important change for 2027 funding
All Seedcorn and Bridging award applications must demonstrate a clear innovation focus. Applicants should explain how the proposed activity develops innovative ideas, methods, partnerships, technologies, implementation approaches or dissemination activities that will strengthen primary care research and support future funding applications. 

Scope
Seedcorn awards 
Seedcorn awards can be used to support researchers from any professional background for short periods of time (usually up to a maximum 1-year duration) while they develop applications for national training awards or external grant funding in primary care research. 
Recipients should use the funded time to develop and progress innovative ideas, methodologies, partnerships, approaches or areas of research relevant to primary care, while also supporting their career development. There must be a defined output such as a specified funding application, pilot study, proof-of-concept activity, novel collaboration or development of a new research approach.
Funding eligibility:
· Individuals can be funded at 100% FTE for short periods of time or at a lower FTE over longer periods. Exact costs must be provided for staff time.
· Overheads are not payable on Seedcorn awards.
· Relevant training courses and, where appropriate, conference fees can be included where there is a clear benefit to the applicant's career development.
· Conference costs including registration fees and any travel, are capped at £1000 per applicant; details will need to be provided at the time of application. 
· Training course fees are capped at £750 per course and an overall maximum of £1000 per award; details will need to be provided at the time of application.
· Seedcorn funds may not be used to match DSE funding.
· Awards for training costs only will be considered, but there must still be a defined output.

Bridging awards
Bridging awards are to support individuals in the “funding gaps” between national awards. The key criteria for an award are:
·  That an individual has been in receipt of a training award made in national competition.
· That they have performed creditably and are considered likely to be successful in gaining either a further specified national training award or a substantive academic post within 2 years.
Funding eligibility: 
Costs requested should be clearly justified in the context of supporting the bridging period and progression towards a future national award or substantive academic post.  Salary costs typically form the main element, but other reasonable costs may be included where they support this aim, for example PPIE activities needed to develop and strengthen a future funding application. Overheads are also permitted on Bridging awards. 

Application and review process
Applications will be invited with a closing date of 5pm on Tuesday 27th October 2026. All applications must be submitted via email to spcroxfordadmin@phc.ox.ac.uk. All applications must use the relevant template and should be accompanied by accurate costings. No other attachments will be accepted or shared with reviewers.
Applications will be reviewed by at least two reviewers from within the department. These reviews will be used to shortlist applications to be discussed at a panel meeting with SPCR Board members where funding recommendations will be made.
For Seedcorn awards, reviewers will consider the relevance and importance of the research area, how clearly the proposed output is defined, how well the innovative aspects of the proposal are described, suitability of resources requested and timelines proposed, and the likelihood of securing future funding.
For Bridging awards, reviewers will consider the relevance and importance of the research area, the track record in attracting national training award funding, how well the innovative aspects of the proposal are described, suitability of resources requested and timelines proposed, and the likelihood of securing further national funding.
Before funding is agreed by the SPCR, applications will be considered by the SPCR Academic Capacity Development Lead (ACDL) and deputy ACDL. They will consider the new focus on innovation, but also the future contributions towards primary care research.
Applicants will be informed of the outcome by 10th December 2026.

Notes from the previous funding round
Six applications were submitted to the 2026 Seedcorn and Bridging funding round – one Bridging and five Seedcorn applications (though it is important to note that this previous round was run alongside a Career Development Award round which received 13 applications). Two Seedcorn awards were funded in 2026.
From the review process, general feedback and advice included:
· Ensuring that activities (such as PPIE, training and travel) were accurately costed.
· If funding was not requested to support part of the proposal or salary of the applicant, details of how these activities would be funded should have been included.
· Clearly defining the future funding round to which an application would be submitted, including the funder and specific round.
· Including details of how any funding gaps would be met before or after the award if successful.
· Providing a justification of the added value the funding would provide in terms of improving the likelihood of securing future funding.

If you have any questions about the 2027 Seedcorn and Bridging award schemes, please contact SPCROxfordAdmin@phc.ox.ac.uk. 
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