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Background

A Issue: Slow recruitment + poor retention in clinical trials = Wasted resources (or even trial failure)

Question: Patient and public involvement (PPI) in designing and conducting clinical trials = Better
recruitment and retention?

Q Aim: To collaboratively develop and test a PPl intervention aimed at enhancing recruitment and/or
retention in surgical trials

Methods

1. online survey of PPI
practice in UK surgical trials &
analysis of National Research

Ethics Service data

Pre-development:
Systematic review of PPI
impact on recruitment and

retention in clinical trials 2. Focus eroups about PPl &
« FOCUS groups

recruitment/retention challenges
and needs in UK surgical trials

Development of PPl intervention

with surgical trial investigators,

administrators, PPI contributors

and PPI coordinators in 4 stages
3. Online survey to rate
importance of barriers to

recruitment & retention, and
possible components of PPI
4. Consensus workshop to intervention
select & refine PPl intervention
& evaluation strategy

Outcomes
/ A robust PPI intervention and accompanying evaluation strategy

An enhanced understanding of whether and how PPl might improve recruitment and retention in
clinical trials
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