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Supporting high quality individuals to gain externally funded competitive fellowships is a key part of departmental strategy, with research staff supported to continue applying to more senior fellowships as quickly as their track record permits. The department has rigorous oversight procedures for research students and fellows, led by a Director of Graduate Studies (Perera).  For fellows, the departmental oversight includes annual personal development reviews, access to mentoring arrangements, recording management of progress deadlines, and assistance with unanticipated issues.

The University provides excellent free training in research, IT and personal development, and one of the world’s greatest series of academic libraries. The department has a well-attended monthly seminar series that includes sessions for students and fellows to present their work.  We have termly student away-days to enable all students to present their work and obtain feedback from more senior staff.

Incentives for staff include generous training support and department investment in support posts for successful fellows, using the released salary funds, which has a further ‘gearing’ effect in increasing the research outputs of the funded programme plus providing new staff throughput for potential new training awards. This academic career ‘pipeline’ is an important mechanism for attracting and then retaining new scientists, for expanding the overall academic base for the wider disciplines, and enabling sustainable excellence. For example, NDPCHS supports staff at every grade in the NIHR national competitive training schemes.  

In terms of research infrastructure, all nationally competitively funded personal award holders have prioritised access as required to the considerable research resources provided by the department, including data sciences support, project management team, HR and finance teams, a large number of senior statisticians, the UK CRC fully registered Primary Care Clinical Trials Unit, the appraisal expertise of the Centre for Evidence Based Medicine and Cochrane teams, and the growing research practice network. 

The department is committed to flexible, family-friendly career development for all staff and holds a Gold Athena Swan award to recognise this commitment.

Departmental excellence

The Nuffield Department of Primary Care Health Sciences, University of Oxford, provides an outstanding research development environment in terms of senior research expertise across methodologies and a number of clinical areas and the unrivalled overall research environment and infrastructure available. 
In the Research Excellence Framework (REF), research from the department is ranked along with research from the Nuffield Department of Population Health (NDPH) as part of the Public Health, Health Services and Primary Care Unit of Assessment (UoA2).

Overall in UoA2 for REF 2021, 96% of the submission was ranked either 4* (the highest score available for research quality that is world-leading in terms of originality, significance and rigour) or 3* (internationally excellent in terms of originality, significance, and rigour). We were also ranked top UK centre for primary care research in the 2014 and 2008 REF and were assessed 5* in 2001 and 1996.  

The department employs over 500 staff and is one of the largest centres for academic primary care in the world. We host the Institutes for Digital Health and the Bennett Institute for Applied Data Science, and the Directorate for the NIHR Oxford Diagnostics Evidence Co-operative and the NIHR Applied Research Collaboration, Oxford and Thames Valley.


The department makes a significant contribution to teaching medicine, primary care and public health to undergraduate students in Oxford, and our medical school teaching is rated the best in the country by our students. At postgraduate level, as well as running the internationally regarded MSc in Evidence-Based Health Care (176 students currently registered); we also have our new social science MSc programme in Translational Health Sciences (and a linked doctoral programme) which admitted their first cohorts in October 2021.  In 2022 we launched two new MSc programmes: an executive-level Masters in Global Healthcare Leadership, in partnership with Said Business School, (with a first cohort of 35 students), and an interdisciplinary MSc in Applied Digital Health (with a first cohort of 16 students).  On our current DPhil programmes, there are 45 full-time and 15 part-time DPhils and 50 EBHC part-time research students currently registered.  There are 79 MScEBHC students 5, MScEBHC Systematic Reviews students and 30 MScEBHC Medical Statistics students.

Our active patient and public involvement programme is led by dedicated staff members who are funded centrally, and is a designated priority theme in the Oxford Applied Research Collaboration. 

Latest REF rating http://results.ref.ac.uk/(S(sy4thtigm0ysmtne03agwoi3))/Results/ByUoa/2 

Number of research students currently in the department

Doctorate: 37 full time, 14 part time

Masters: 115 students on our 3 MSc in Evidence-Based Health Care programmes

Current:

· NIHR Professorship 1 (emeritus)

· NIHR In-Practice Fellowships 2

· NIHR Clinical Lecturers 3

· NIHR Clinical Academic Fellows 9  
· NIHR Doctoral Fellowships: 8
· NHR Post-doctoral fellowships 3    
· Wellcome Clinical Doctoral Fellowships:  7
· NIHR ARC studentships: 4, plus 1 50/50 ARC and Wolfson-Marriott

· MRC Fellowships: 0

· Sir Henry Dale Wellcome Fellowship: 2

Faithfully yours,
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Prof Richard Hobbs, CBE, FRCGP, FRCP (London), FESC, FMedSci, FRCP (Edin)

Head of Department, Nuffield Department of Primary Care Health Sciences, University of Oxford
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The Nuffield Department of Primary Care Health Sciences is part of the NIHR School for                     
Primary Care Research. Head of Department: Professor Richard Hobbs FRCGP FRCP FESC FMedSci        


