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SPCR Internal Funding Round 15 (FR15) 
Application and Guidance for completion

[bookmark: Start_here][bookmark: The_Head_of_Department_from_the_host_org][bookmark: _GoBack]Please note that the Head of Department from the host organisation (in which this award will be based) must confirm that they support this application and if funded, the research and training will be supported and administered in the named organisation and that the applicant for whom they are responsible will undertake this work.
[bookmark: Timeline:]
Timeline:
Launch: 05/01/2026
Oxford internal deadline: 5pm Friday 27th March, please send application form, research proposal and application costing to spcroxfordadmin@phc.ox.ac.uk  
Oxford applicants will be notified about whether they have been successful by 20/04/2026.
Successful applications, once selected by the Oxford internal panel, will be asked to add further detail to their proposal and applications will need to be submitted to SPCR via Good Grants by noon 30/04/2026.
Projects may start from: 01/09/2026 (can start earlier if feasible)
Projects must end by 30/09/2028 (no extensions beyond this date)

[bookmark: Research_Brief:_Primary_Care_Research_Pr]Research Brief: Primary Care Research Projects (Department-led Funding Rounds)

The NIHR School for Primary Care Research (SPCR) invites SPCR member departments to commission ambitious, well-designed research projects that strengthen the evidence base for primary care practice across England. Departments will manage their own funding rounds, with a total budget of £300,000 to support 1–2 projects. Collaboration between SPCR departments is not mandated but you may wish to consider this if feasible.
[bookmark: Scope_and_Focus]
Scope and Focus
 
Projects should:
· Address pressing challenges in primary care;
· Be ambitious in vision, while proportionate in scale and cost;
· Be led by early or mid-career researchers;
· Align with the DHSC’s three strategic shifts:
1. Moving more care from hospitals to communities
2. Making better use of technology in health and care
3. Focusing on preventing sickness, not just treating it


[bookmark: Key_Requirements]Key Requirements
· Leadership: Projects must be led by early or mid-career researchers, with appropriate mentorship and support structures in place.
· Strategic Alignment: Proposals must clearly demonstrate how they contribute to one or more of the DHSC strategic shifts and the SPCR’s mission to strengthen the primary care evidence base.
· Involvement and Inclusion: Proposals must include meaningful patient and public involvement (PPI) and address equity, diversity, and inclusion, particularly in relation to underserved or marginalised groups.
· Impact: Applicants should outline the potential benefit to patients, communities, and the health and care system, including plans for dissemination and stakeholder engagement.
· Feasibility: Projects must be deliverable within the funding period, with a hard end date of 30 September 2028. Proposals should include a clear timeline, appropriate resourcing, and risk mitigation strategies.

[bookmark: Funding:]Funding
Projects should be realistically and fully costed to ensure smooth delivery. Budgets must be proportionate to the scope and ambition of the project and must not exceed the department’s total allocation of £300,000.

When completing your funding application, please ensure you are aware of NIHR requirements around working with people and communities, research inclusion and knowledge mobilisation. 

We also encourage you to consider the environmental impact of your research in line with NIHR climate, health and sustainability commitments. You might also find the NIHR glossary helpful if you come across any terms you are not sure of when going through the application form. 

Details of Lead Applicant, Co-Applicants and Collaborators 

If there is a Co-lead or additional applicants, please include their details in the relevant fields. 


Lead applicant: Full name

Lead applicant: Email


Lead applicant: ORCID number (optional)


Lead applicant: Member Institution Choose an item.

Lead applicant: Professional Background Choose an item.

Lead applicant: Research Experience (450 words)

Lead applicant's top 5 publications or presentations (optional) (450 words)

Provide details of a MAXIMUM of 5 of your most recent / relevant publications or presentations (in the last 10 years) relevant to this application.

Does the project have a joint lead applicant? Choose an item.

Joint lead’s member Institution Choose an item.

Joint leads full name


Joint lead’s Email


 Joint lead’s ORCID number (optional)


Joint lead’s Professional Background Choose an item.

Joint lead’s Research Experience (optional) (450 words)


Details of Co-applicants (optional)

Please add each co-applicant on a new line

Details of all co-applicants: Name, email, job title, professional background and ORCID iD should be provided as a minimum. Co-applicants are those individuals with responsibility for the day-to-day management and delivery of the project. Co-applicants are considered part of the project team and are expected to share responsibility for its successful delivery.


Details of public co-applicant/s (optional) (Word limit: 50 words per co-applicant)

We welcome the inclusion of public co-applicants, where appropriate. It is expected that public co-applicants have been involved in the development of the funding application and have some responsibility as part of the research team for the day-to-day management and delivery of the project.

Please provide a description of the public co-applicant’s role(s) and responsibilities throughout the project and the specific knowledge, skills and experience they will bring to the role.

Please include, where feasible: name and relevant experience. Only share e-mail addresses of public co-applicants if they have access to a university / professional email account.

For further information please access the 'Public Co-Applicants in Research' guidance: Public Co-Applicants in Research - NIHR guidance

Details of collaborators (optional)

Please provide details of any other partners or collaborators who are supporting your project.

Summary of team expertise

Briefly describe the expertise that the whole team will bring to the research project.















Project Summary

Project title

The project title should state clearly and concisely the proposed research. Any abbreviations should be spelled out in full. The title should also reflect the study research design.

Project short name (15 words)


Plain English Summary (350 words)

A plain English summary is a clear explanation of your research. It should provide an easy-to-read overview of your project free from acronyms and jargon.

Both academic and public reviewers use this summary to inform their review of your funding application. If your application for funding is successful, the summary will be used on the SPCR and others’ websites.
For further guidance on what should be included in your Plain English Summary see Plain English summaries | NIHR

Please provide an expert summary of your research plan. This should be a clear and concise summary of your research plan. (450 words)

You might want to include the following elements and headings in your scientific abstract:
· research question
· background
· aims and objectives
· methods
· timelines for delivery
· knowledge mobilisation, dissemination and impact
· research inclusion

Five key words to describe the project (5 words)

You can identify any 5 key words that are relevant and will describe your proposed research.

Project start date

Projects funded by the FR15-IV competition can start from 1 September 2026 onwards (earlier if all approvals are in place). Please ensure a realistic start date taking any recruitment requirements, data access and contracting into consideration. We strongly advise against the inclusion of unnamed researchers and ask that you reach out across the membership to find appropriate staff who are already in post.

Project end date

Projects must end by 30 September 2028 and no extension can be given beyond this date.

Duration (Months)


Gantt Chart 
The Gantt chart should provide timelines for the completion of work, including the timing of key milestones and deliverables. If there are several projects or work streams within the application, please specify these within the Gantt chart. You are welcome to use any visualisation software or template that works for your project, but it should be submitted as a PDF or Excel document.

Please name your document using the following format: Member_Surname_FR15_Gantt

Does this project proposal relate to a submission for a previous funding call?

We are keen to know if the application has been submitted elsewhere and ask that you are as open about this as possible. Please give details of any previous applications, including details of the lead applicant for that submission if not yourself, and explain how the research team has responded to feedback from the funding panel. Please put N/A if not applicable

SPCR themes (select all that apply)

☐Changing patterns of morbidity and mortality 
☐Challenges around new technologies
☐ Workforce and skill mix in primary care 
☐ Globalisation, health and inequalities
☐ Cross cutting - patient and public involvement and engagement 
☐ Cross cutting- policy
☐ Cross cutting -implementation

Research Activity Code (select)

☐ Underpinningresearch
☐ Aetiology
☐ Prevention of disease and conditions, and promotion of well-being
☐ Detection, screening and diagnosis
☐ Development of treatments and therapeutic interventions
☐ Evaluation of treatments and therapeutic interventions
☐ Management of diseases and conditions
☐ Health and social care services research

UKCRC Health Research Classification System (select all that apply)

☐ Blood
☐ Cardiovascular  
☐ Ear
☐ Infection
☐ Injuries and accidents  
☐ Metabolic and endocrine  
☐ Neurological
☐ Renal and urogenital  
☐ Respiratory
☐ Stroke 
☐Disputed aetiology and other
☐Cancer and neoplasms
☐Congenital disorders
☐Eye
☐Inflammatory and immune system
☐Mental health
☐Muscoloskeletal
☐Oral and gastrointestinal
☐Reproductive health and childbirth
☐Skin
☐Generic health and relevance
☐Other

If other please include details (optional)



Project Proposal

How does the existing literature support this proposal? (450 words)

Briefly describe: 
· The need for research in this area, drawing particularly from systematic reviews (including NHS context and relevant literature), and the rationale for the particular lines of research you plan to pursue. 
· Past and current research justifies the proposed research and shows that it will add distinct value to what is already known, or in progress.
· Work undertaken previously by the research team which has led to the proposed programme (e.g. describe any pilot or feasibility data).
Applicants should be aware of ongoing research in this area and comment on any other research which might be deemed to overlap with the contents of the proposal.

Why is this research important and how does it align with the NHS 10-Year Plan? (600 words)

Please provide evidence explaining why this research is important, and how it aligns with one or more of the following strategic shifts:
1. Moving more care from hospitals to communities 
2. Making better use of technology in health and care 
3. Focusing on preventing sickness, not just treating it 

In your response briefly describe:
· The importance of the proposed research to people and communities and health service policy or practice, including the size and nature of the problem to be addressed.
· The anticipated outputs, outcomes and impact of the proposed research on the health of patients/service users, carers and/or the public, highlighting the trajectory to patient benefit and quantifying the potential benefits, where possible.



Proposed Project Protocol

Please explain your proposed research project in detail (as an attachment). Funding panel members that will be reviewing the applications might not have a detailed understanding of the particular primary care research area that your application relates to so it is vitally important that you clearly tell the story.

Ensure that you describe what the problem is that you will address. What are currently the implications of this problem on i.e. the quality of life of patients, patient care or the NHS system. Show that project would fill a demonstrable evidence gap.

Please address the following areas, keeping in mind the SPCR’s mission to increase the evidence base for primary care and the NIHR’s goal to improve the health and wealth of the nation: 

1. What is the problem being addressed and why is it important? 
· Define the health or care challenge your research addresses. 
· Explain its significance to primary care, service delivery, or health inequalities. 
2. Potential impact and benefit to the public 
· Identify who will benefit (e.g. patients, carers, clinicians, underserved communities). 
· Describe how your research will improve outcomes, access, experience, or system efficiency. 
3. Proposed research methods 
· Outline your research design, methodology, data sources, and analysis. 
· Describe how you will ensure rigour, inclusivity, and relevance.
Detail your approach to PPI and how it will enhance the research. 
4. Expected outcomes 
· Summarise key outputs and how they will contribute to knowledge, practice, or policy. 
· Describe your dissemination and stakeholder engagement plans. 
5. Feasibility of delivery 
· Demonstrate that your project is achievable within the timeframe and budget. 
· Highlight the team’s skills, experience, and partnerships. 
· Identify risks and mitigation strategies. 

Especially for larger projects, clarify the governance/ project management of the study.

Please name your document using the following format: Member_Surname_FR15_Protocol

For the Oxford internal round the proposed project protocol should be no more than 4 pages, not including the reference list.
For Oxford projects which are successfully shortlisted leads will be asked to provide a more detailed project protocol of up to 12 pages including references.

What is the anticipated impact from this project? (450 words)

Please show a clear pathway to impact for your proposed research.

Impact is defined as the demonstrable contribution that research makes to society and the economy, of benefit to individuals, organisations and nations.

Describe who are the likely beneficiaries of the research, when they are likely to benefit and in what ways and describe how the knowledge will be translated into the real world. Support on how to plan for impact is provided on the NIHR website.

What is the planned strategy for knowledge mobilisation and dissemination throughout this project? 
(450 words)

Please describe your plan for knowledge mobilisation and dissemination. You will need to show how you will reach and actively mobilise knowledge with your key stakeholders and knowledge users throughout the research cycle. This includes describing your expected main outputs from your research project and how they will be presented, disseminated and used. If your project recruits study participants, it is important to include details of how you will share the progress and findings of the study with study participants.
Further information: Plan knowledge mobilisation | NIHR



Will this project link to other parts of the NIHR? If yes, please describe how: (optional)

Where relevant, explain how this project links to other NIHR infrastructures or grants. I.e., will the project receive match-funding, are co-applicants and / or collaborators based within NIHR infrastructures, is it building upon previous research that was funded by the NIHR. Please write N/A if not applicable.

Will this project link with the NIHR Clinical Research Network? If yes, how? (optional) Please write N/A if not applicable.

If relevant, explain how you will work with the NIHR Research Delivery Network (RDN) - formerly CRN to support the recruitment to your research. Please write N/A if not applicable.

Will this project require Clinical Trial Unit support? If yes, how? (optional)

If (part of) your research includes support from a clinical trial unit, provide further information on who and how they will be part of the project. Please write N/A if not applicable.

Will the project help build capacity and offer development opportunities? If so, how? (optional) (400
words)


Other key relationships and/or collaborations not already mentioned: (optional)

Are there others you will work with during this project beyond previously listed collaborators? I.e. are there researchers at other universities who you plan to work with or organisations such as learned societies or colleges, charities, local authorities or healthcare organisations.
Please write N/A if not applicable.

Any other information you wish to include: (optional)

Please use this question to provide any other information you wish to include. Please write N/A if not applicable.























Involvement and Inclusion

How will you address research inclusion throughout your project?

In this section we expect you to detail how you have considered inclusive research design and sex and gender throughout the whole research lifecycle. This includes, but is not limited to, the research question and design, public involvement, research methods, recruitment strategies, data collection, analysis and dissemination of findings. It also includes the make-up of the research team.
As part of this section, applicants should consider who is currently under-served in their research area and provide details of how research plans will foster their inclusion and ensure research findings and outcomes are relevant to these groups.

All applications are expected to include information about how demographic data will be collected. You should include demographics that may impact health and social care inequalities and outcomes relevant to your research. In line with new guidance, all applications must consider demographic data for sex, gender or both, throughout the whole research lifecycle. Please refer to the NIHR sex and gender in research policy for more information.

We know that developing, conducting and disseminating research inclusively has associated costs. We therefore expect costs for research inclusion to be adequately costed and justified within the application.For full details of what to include within your application and how to budget for research inclusion please refer to Inclusive research funding application guidance | NIHR

Please also see the NIHR INCLUDE guidance for more information about how to include under-served groups effectively, and the NIHR EDI Toolkit for ways to embed EDI across your research.

Describe the involvement of people and communities in developing this application (450 words)

Provide details of how people and communities have been involved in the development of this application. You should include details of who has been involved, why their involvement was appropriate for your project, and what influence or change has happened due to their involvement.

For support in patient and public involvement (PPI) for your application, get in contact with your local NIHR Research Support Service. Alternatively, you can reach out to your local SPCR PPI leads who can provide advice and support or signpost you. Keep in mind that you will need to allow enough time for involvement in your application, so it is recommended to contact them at the early stages of the application development process.

How will people and communities be involved in your research? (450 words)

Appropriate patient and public involvement plans are an essential criterion for funding. Please describe in this section who you plan to involve, how you plan to involve and what you hope to achieve from their involvement throughout each stage of your research.

Applicants should provide information on the lived experience of those involved and outline strategies to ensure that a diverse range of people with experience relevant to the project will be involved and engaged throughout. In this section you should also detail your plans for:
· Training, support and development for public partners
· Reimbursement and recognition for public partners
· How you will evaluate involvement activities

We expect costs for involvement to be adequately costed and justified within the application. For further information:
· Guidance for applicants on working with people and communities | NIHR
· Briefing notes for researchers - public involvement in NHS, health and social care research | NIHR
· Payment guidance for researchers and professionals | NIHR






Funding

Total funding requested (£)


Brief justification of funding level (300 words)

Please explain as simply as possible why the level of funding you have requested is needed to complete the project.

A fully completed Costing spreadsheet will be required to support the submission of successful applications when they are uploaded to GoodGrants and should be named using the following format: Member_Surname_FR15_Costing
Guidance points for completing the spreadsheet can be found on the front Worksheet of the Excel Costing Sheet.
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