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’You have built an Ark to Save Learning 
from the Deluge’ 
Francis Bacon to Sir Thomas Bodley, 
1605



The original University 
Library at Oxford, begun 
1320, University Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, 
Oxford.



















 

 

 

 

 























RLG Europe Presentation, Oxford, April 
2010















1604: … was the Word (四書)



Another upside down book
雷公炮製



1687:Thomas Hyde and Shen Fuzong
中國⼈和⽜津⼤學圖書館長



Intellectual friendship 

Thomas Hyde:
• ‘My Chinese Michael Shin Fo-cung, (for that was his name) was 

bred a Scholar in all learning of their country, read all their books 
readily, and was of great honesty and sincerity, and fit to be relied 
upon in everything: for indeed he was a very knowing and 
excellent man, very studious and laborious in all things, and could 
speak Latin, whereby I conversed with him very freely and easily.’

• 中⽂翻译：沈福宗是⼀位杰出的秀才，他知识丰富，诚恳⽽且
可靠。他很刻苦，会说拉丁语并且可以和我对话。



沈福宗：

• ‘I received your honour’s letter and the adjoined characters, of which the 
explication of is che ⾞ chariot, ma ⾺ horse. If time will allow it, I shall 
visit, so that I might profit from the company of such a distinguished man, 
whose library is the fountain of enduring teaching, and who uniquely has 
this enormous merit, that he treats his library as the public and common 
possession of all scholars.’ 

• 中⽂翻译：您在信⾥提到的两个词是中国象棋⾥的车和马。如果时间
允许，我盼望见到您这位以⾼尚的理想把⾃⼰的图书馆向所有的学者
开放的图书馆馆长。



John Selden’s Map of 
China, created ca. 1600 
明代东西洋航海图



宋咸淳六年
公元1270年

Song and Ming dynasty editions

明正德九年
公元1515年



Art: Yun Shouping惲壽平(1633 – 1690)



Monkey King:新鍥三藏出身全傳
（西游記连环画本)（明末刊本）



Digitisation programme: Collections



Engaging the community: 
Dragon Boat Festival 端午節



Unlocking the library:  Digitising our collections to expand 
access and revolutionise scholarship and cultural 
understanding across the globe.







Digital Bodleian数字博德利



Support for 
research

Research resources used at an 
industrial scale in 2023-24:
• 14m journal downloads
• 7m ebook downloads
• 17m database searches
• 18m searches of SOLO

• 142k journals provided

• Over 2k in-depth lit searches 
done by Library medical 
outreach team



Online reading lists

 

• ‘

ORLO have transformed access to 
course reading materials (esp 
during pandemic)

Gives seamless access to 2,311  
reading lists for 148 taught 
courses

526,388 ORLO uses in 2023/24

Feedback: 
‘ORLO is a quality of life improvement’! 

‘..amazing to have ORLO...’

‘I love being able to access books and 
articles in one click!!!! Wish all universities 
did this.’



Oxford Research Archive (ORA) 
and open scholarship support in 
2023/24:
• Processed 10k submitted 

outputs p.a.
• 3.7m downloads from ORA
• Most popular article 

downloaded 54,000x
• Reviewed 1,330 Theses for 

deposit







and new libraries…

Preserving our digital world: 
Collecting, managing and 
preserving digital materials















Why archive the web?











DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP







RAW Search 
Queries in ORA, 
2024-2025, by 

month
• July 2024: 12.1 million queries

• July 2025: 130.4 million queries

• Cloudflare implemented during July 
2025

• August 2025: 12.6 million queries

• Search queries are resource intensive 
and a sign that a harvester is not 
following best practice















Martin Joseph Routh (1755-1854), 
President of Magdalen

‘I think sir, since you care for the 
advice of an old man, sir, you will 
find it a very good practise, always 
to verify your references, sir!’



richard.ovenden@bodleian.ox.ac.uk


